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TAGS: NATO, MNUC 

SUBJECT: ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS; PRESS GUIDANCE 

1 . FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN APRIL 4 ON ERW: 

Q. HAS A DECISION BEEN MADE ON THE PRODUCTION OF NEUTRON 
WEAPONS? 

A. WE ARE CONTINUING TO CONSULT WITH OUR NATO ALLIES ON 
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THIS QUESTION AND WILL HAVE NO FURTHER COMMENT UNTIL 
THESE CONSULTATIONS ARE COMPLETE. NO FINAL DECISION HAS 
BEEN MADE. 

2. SUBSEQUENT TO HIS MEETING WITH FRG FONMIN GENSCHER 
APRIL 4, SECRETARY MADE FOLLOWING COMMENT TO PRESS: 
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Q. MR. SECRETARY CAN YOU TELL US WHETHER PRESIDENT CARTER 
HAS DECIDED TO HALT PRODUCTION OF THE NEUTRON BOMB? 

A. (SECRETARY) "HE HAS NOT DECIDED THAT QUESTION. WE ARE 
GOING OVER TO DISCUSS THAT AND OTHER ISSUES WITH THE 
PRESIDENT AND THAT'S ALL I CAN SAY ON IT." 

3. SUBSEQUENT TO MEETING WITH PRESIDENT, FOLLOWING 
EXCHANGE WITH PRESS OCCURRED INVOLVING GENSCHER AND 
SECRETARY: 

(UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT) 

(SECRETARY): THE FOREIGN MINISTER AND I MET WITH THE 
PRESIDENT. WE DISCUSSED THE QUESTION OF THE NEUTRON 
BOMB ALONG WITH OTHER MATTERS . . . AND REVIEWED THE SITUATION. 

(QESTION TO GENSCHER): WHAT IS YOUR GOVERNMENT'S POSITION 
ON IT? 

(GENSCHER): I WANT FIRST TO SAY THAT THIS VISIT HAS BEEN 
PLANNED FOR A LONG TIME. THE PURPOSE OF THIS VISIT IS 
TO HAVE A FRIENDLY EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON AFRICA, MIDDLE 
EAST, THE FORTHCOMING NATO SUMMIT... OF COURSE THE 
QUESTION YOU MENTIONED WAS A SUBJECT OF AN EXCHANGE OF 
VIEWS. IN THAT, THE POSITION OF MY GOVERNMENT IS WELL 
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KNOWN. WE FEEL THAT THE POSITION TO BE TAKEN BY THE 
USA ALONE AND ALL OTHER QUESTIONS RELATING TO THAT MUST 
BE DISCUSSED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE ALLIANCE. THIS 
QUESTION IS NOT A GERMAN -AMERICAN ISSUE. THE QUESTION 
WAS WHETHER THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC WOULD WELCOME THE 
PRODUCTION (UNINTELLIGIBLE). IT'S NOT MY INTENTION TO 
EXPLAIN THE POSITION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN PUBLIC. 

WE MADE OUR POSITION CLEAR LONG AGO AND SAID WE THINK THE 
DECISION TO PRODUCE IS AN AMERICAN DECISION. ALL THE 
OTHER QUESTIONS ARE RELATED TO NATO AND HAVE TO BE DIS- 
CUSSED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF NATO, AND THERE THE 
POSITIONS OF THE VARIOUS ALLIES WILL BE EXPLAINED AND 
SET FORTH. 

Q. BUT MR. MINISTER, THE UNITED STATES IS NOT GOING TO 
PRODUCE THIS BOMB IF YOU DON’T WANT IT. I MEAN WE’RE 
NOT GOING TO FORCE IT ON YOU. SO SURELY YOUR DESIRE HAS 
SOMETHING TO DO WITH WHETHER WE PRODUCE IT OR NOT. 

GENSCHER: I CAN ONLY REPEAT OUR POSITION BY REPEATING 
WHAT I’VE SAID ALREADY. 
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Q. EXPECT DECISION TO BE MADE SHORTLY OR WILL IT BE A LONG 
TIME? 

SECRETARY: I DON'T WANT TO GIVE YOU AN EXACT DATE. I 
THINK IN THE NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE. 

Q. BUT WON'T YOU MAKE IT BASED ON WHETHER OUR NATO 
ALLIES WANT THE WEAPON OR NOT? 

SECRETARY: OF COURSE, CONSULTATION WITH THE NATO ALLIES 
IS PART OF THE PROCESS. THAT’S WHY WE’RE REVIEWING IT 
WITH THEM. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, IS THE NEW YORK TIMES STORY WRONG? 
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SECRETARY: IT IS NOT ACCURATE INSOFAR AS IT SAYS THAT A 
DECISION HAS BEEN MADE. A DECISION HAS NOT BEEN MADE. 

Q. IS IT ACCURATE TO SAY THAT A GREAT DEBATE IS BEING 
WAGED WITHIN THE ADMINISTRATION? 

SECRETARY: I DON’T WANT TO COMMENT. 

3. IN VIEW OF HEAVY PRESS SPECULATION ON POSSIBILITY 
OF A PRESIDENTIAL DECISION ON ERW, POSTS SHOULD NOT 
GO BEYOND GUIDANCE IN PARA ONE ABOVE. 

VANCE 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: NATO, MNUC 

SUBJECT: ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS; PRESS GUIDANCE 

1 . FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN APRIL 4 ON ERW: 

Q. HAS A DECISION BEEN MADE ON THE PRODUCTION OF NEUTRON 
WEAPONS? 

A. WE ARE CONTINUING TO CONSULT WITH OUR NATO ALLIES ON 
THIS QUESTION AND WILL HAVE NO FURTHER COMMENT UNTIL 
THESE CONSULTATIONS ARE COMPLETE. NO FINAL DECISION HAS 
BEEN MADE. 
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2. SUBSEQUENT TO HIS MEETING WITH FRG FONMIN GENSCHER 
APRIL 4, SECRETARY MADE FOLLOWING COMMENT TO PRESS: 

Q. MR. SECRETARY CAN YOU TELL US WHETHER PRESIDENT CARTER 
HAS DECIDED TO HALT PRODUCTION OF THE NEUTRON BOMB? 

A. (SECRETARY) "HE HAS NOT DECIDED THAT QUESTION. WE ARE 
GOING OVER TO DISCUSS THAT AND OTHER ISSUES WITH THE 
PRESIDENT AND THAT'S ALL I CAN SAY ON IT." 

3. SUBSEQUENT TO MEETING WITH PRESIDENT, FOLLOWING 
EXCHANGE WITH PRESS OCCURRED INVOLVING GENSCHER AND 
SECRETARY: 

(UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT) 

(SECRETARY): THE FOREIGN MINISTER AND I MET WITH THE 
PRESIDENT. WE DISCUSSED THE QUESTION OF THE NEUTRON 
BOMB ALONG WITH OTHER MATTERS . . . AND REVIEWED THE SITUATION. 
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(QESTION TO GENSCHER): WHAT IS YOUR GOVERNMENT'S POSITION 
ON IT? 

(GENSCHER): I WANT FIRST TO SAY THAT THIS VISIT HAS BEEN 
PLANNED FOR A LONG TIME. THE PURPOSE OF THIS VISIT IS 
TO HAVE A FRIENDLY EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON AFRICA, MIDDLE 
EAST, THE FORTHCOMING NATO SUMMIT... OF COURSE THE 
QUESTION YOU MENTIONED WAS A SUBJECT OF AN EXCHANGE OF 
VIEWS. IN THAT, THE POSITION OF MY GOVERNMENT IS WELL 
KNOWN. WE FEEL THAT THE POSITION TO BE TAKEN BY THE 
USA ALONE AND ALL OTHER QUESTIONS RELATING TO THAT MUST 
BE DISCUSSED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE ALLIANCE. THIS 
QUESTION IS NOT A GERMAN -AMERICAN ISSUE. THE QUESTION 
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WAS WHETHER THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC WOULD WELCOME THE 
PRODUCTION (UNINTELLIGIBLE). IT'S NOT MY INTENTION TO 
EXPLAIN THE POSITION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN PUBLIC. 
WE MADE OUR POSITION CLEAR LONG AGO AND SAID WE THINK THE 
DECISION TO PRODUCE IS AN AMERICAN DECISION. ALL THE 
OTHER QUESTIONS ARE RELATED TO NATO AND HAVE TO BE DIS- 
CUSSED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF NATO, AND THERE THE 
POSITIONS OF THE VARIOUS ALLIES WILL BE EXPLAINED AND 
SET FORTH. 

Q. BUT MR. MINISTER, THE UNITED STATES IS NOT GOING TO 
PRODUCE THIS BOMB IF YOU DON’T WANT IT. I MEAN WE’RE 
NOT GOING TO FORCE IT ON YOU. SO SURELY YOUR DESIRE HAS 
SOMETHING TO DO WITH WHETHER WE PRODUCE IT OR NOT. 

GENSCHER: I CAN ONLY REPEAT OUR POSITION BY REPEATING 
WHAT I’VE SAID ALREADY. 

Q. EXPECT DECISION TO BE MADE SHORTLY OR WILL IT BE A LONG 
TIME? 

SECRETARY: I DON'T WANT TO GIVE YOU AN EXACT DATE. I 
THINK IN THE NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE. 

Q. BUT WON'T YOU MAKE IT BASED ON WHETHER OUR NATO 
ALLIES WANT THE WEAPON OR NOT? 

SECRETARY: OF COURSE, CONSULTATION WITH THE NATO ALLIES 
IS PART OF THE PROCESS. THAT’S WHY WE'RE REVIEWING IT 
WITH THEM. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, IS THE NEW YORK TIMES STORY WRONG? 
SECRETARY: IT IS NOT ACCURATE INSOFAR AS IT SAYS THAT A 
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DECISION HAS BEEN MADE. A DECISION HAS NOT BEEN MADE. 
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Q. IS IT ACCURATE TO SAY THAT A GREAT DEBATE IS BEING 
WAGED WITHIN THE ADMINISTRATION? 

SECRETARY: I DON'T WANT TO COMMENT. 

3. IN VIEW OF HEAVY PRESS SPECULATION ON POSSIBILITY 
OF A PRESIDENTIAL DECISION ON ERW, POSTS SHOULD NOT 
GO BEYOND GUIDANCE IN PARA ONE ABOVE. VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 
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